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Justice to prepare and publish a comprehen-
sive report detailing the government’s unjust
policies and practices during this time period.
A part of this report would include an exam-
ination of ways in which civil liberties can be
safeguarded during future national emer-
gencies.

This legislation would also encourage rel-
evant federal agencies to support projects
such as exhibitions and documentaries that
would heighten public awareness of this unfor-
tunate episode. Further, it recommends the
formation of an advisory committee to assist in
the compilation of relevant information regard-
ing this matter and related public policy mat-
ters.

Finally, the Wartime Violation of Italian
American Civil Liberties Act calls upon the
President to acknowledge formally our govern-
ment’s systematic denial of civil liberties to
what was then the largest foreign-born ethnic
group in the United States.

I am pleased to say that I am joined today
in introducing this important piece of legisla-
tion by 62 of my colleagues from both sides of
the aisle, including fellow-New York Rep-
resentative ELIOT ENGEL, who has led the way
on this issue. The diversity of this list of origi-
nal cosponsors, is indicative of both the na-
tional scope of the injustices that took place
and the widespread interest—interest across
ethnic and geographic lines—that justice is fi-
nally done. We owe it to the Italian American
community and the American public to find out
and publicize exactly what happened. A com-
plete understanding of the ethnic persecution
that took place in this sad chapter of American
history is the best guarantee that it will never
happen again.
f
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, looking forward
toward July 4th, Independence Day, I believe
it is absolutely appropriate that this country re-
flect on the sacrifices made to keep this coun-
try independent. Towards that goal, I would
like to submit for the RECORD an essay by
Philip Burgess which most eloquently makes
the point.

A NOTE OF THANKS TO THE ‘‘GREATEST’’
A few days ago I received an e-mail from a

friend, an attorney who reads a lot and is
thoughtful about what he reads. He had a
good idea for Memorial Day.

‘‘Like many other Americans,’’ he began,
‘‘I have been reading Tom Brokaw’s The
Greatest Generation. As you know, it is a book
of short stories about how ordinary Ameri-
cans (farmers, factory workers and store
clerks) came of age during the Great Depres-
sion and the Second World War and, in
Brokaw’s words, ‘went on to build modern
America—men and women whose everyday
lives of duty, honor, achievement and cour-
age gave us the world we have today.’ They
sought no praise or glory; they simply did a
job they had to do.’’

He continued, ‘‘Today, I had an interesting
experience. I attended a family gathering of
a new Naval Academy graduate. His grand-
father was there. As a young man, the grand-
father had fought in the Pacific during WW

II. Here I was, face-to-face with a member of
the ‘greatest generation.’ As I visited with
him, I was moved by my increasing aware-
ness of how much he and his peers had con-
tributed to democracy and other values I
hold dear. I was also moved by the realiza-
tion, that on an individual basis, I had never
thanked a WW II veteran for what he or she
had done for me and my family and the free-
dom and opportunities we now enjoy and too
often take for granted.

‘‘So, during a lull in the conversation, I ap-
proached the grandfather. I looked him in
the eye and I told him that I’d been reading
about and reflecting on what he and others
like him had done for me and for the country
during WW II. And then I said: ‘Thank you
for what you did.’

‘‘As he looked at me, the grandfather’s
eyes began to water and he said: ‘No one has
ever thanked me for that before.’ He then
reached up and put his arm around my shoul-
ders and said: ‘Thank you. That means a lot
to me.’ We embraced, and then, with a tear
in my own eye, I turned around and walked
away.’’

My friend’s idea: ‘‘As this Memorial Day
approaches, I encourage you to think of WW
II veterans (or any other war veteran) you
know and communicate to them your per-
sonal thanks for what they did during that
great war. WW II veterans are in the twilight
of their lives. They will not be around for-
ever to receive your thanks.’’

I was moved by this note. I decided to start
with a letter to my relatives who were part
of ‘‘the greatest generation.’’ Uncle Bud
served in the Pacific and would have been
part of a Japan invasion force, but was deliv-
ered from that fate by President Truman’s
decision to use the atomic bomb rather than
more American blood to end the war in the
Pacific. Uncle Walt was a B–24 bomber pilot
and a flight instructor. Aunt Betty was an
Army nurse who accompanied the first infan-
try units in the liberation of the concentra-
tion camp at Dachau and returned with pic-
tures and other mementos that document
that many horrors that occurred there.

I have talked with them many times about
their wartime experiences. But I have never
thanked them for answering their call to
duty nor for their many subsequent achieve-
ments, the fruits of which I enjoy today. I in-
tend to fix that before the week is over. I’ve
already started the letters, and with the first
words last night, I began to realize that it’s
my spirit that will be enriched by writing
these letters—at least as much as theirs will
be lifted by receiving them.

A heart-felt ‘‘thank-you’’ always seems to
work that way, but it’s their spirit and their
achievements that we need to remember this
Memorial Day.
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Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, it has come

to my attention that journalist Sukhbir Singh
Osan, proprietor of Burning Punjab and a writ-
er for several Indian newspapers, is once
again being harassed by the Indian govern-
ment. After he came to North America to
cover the big Sikh marches in Washington,
New York, and Toronto and made a speech in
the United Kingdom on the human rights situa-
tion in India, he was grilled for 45 minutes by
Indian intelligence officers. Now, Indian postal
authorities are intercepting his mail.

In a letter to the Chief Postmaster of
Chandigarh, which was brought to my atten-
tion by Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh, President of
the Council of Khalistan, Mr. Osan noted that
postal officials were handling his mail over to
police constables. Several important docu-
ments were found lying on the desk of a Dep-
uty Inspector General of Police. Mr. Osan,
who is a law graduate as well as a journalist,
pointed out that this action violates the Indian
constitution and violates a ruling by the Indian
Supreme Court in 1995.

This is not the first time Mr. Osan has run
afoul of the Indian state. His mail has been di-
verted before and he has received telephone
threats for his reporting on corruption and
human rights violations.

Here is Indian democracy in action. If you
criticize the government, your mail is seized,
the government grills you, and you are threat-
ened. In spite of all this, Mr. Osan goes on
providing information about the situation in
Punjab, Khalistan on his website and in his ar-
ticles. His courage deserves our respect.

This abuse of Mr. Osan’s rights is just the
latest Indian violation of the basic liberties of
Sikhs in Punjab, Khalistan. In light of this pat-
tern of tyranny, America should help bring lib-
erty to the people living under Indian rule.

Let us use our influence constructively to
bring freedom, peace, and stability to this trou-
bled region before it turns into another
Kosovo. If that happens, it could pose a seri-
ous danger to the entire world, given India and
Pakistan’s possession of nuclear weapons and
India’s alleged use of chemical weapons in the
Kargil conflict. We must act now to keep this
from happening.
f
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Mr. WEYGAND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
laud the courageous efforts of Chris Cahoon,
a resident of Warwick, Rhode Island, who re-
cently came to the rescue of a choking child.
Chris, a sixteen year-old volunteer at the
Washington Fire Department in Coventry,
Rhode Island, was spending Father’s Day with
his family at a local restaurant when he no-
tices some commotion at another table. A fa-
ther was slapping his son on the back, trying
to assist his choking ten year-old. Using the
quick thinking and first aid training he had
learned as a Fire Scout, Chris leapt from his
seat and deftly administered the Heimlich ma-
neuver to the child, who, after being examined
by the local rescue team, was able to resume
his meal. For his decisive action, Chris earned
the respect and gratitude of the child, his fam-
ily, and the assembled emergency medical
technicians.

Such mature behavior may seem
uncharacteristic of a sixteen year-old, though
Chris’s family and acquaintances have known
of his dedication to helping others since his
earliest days. Like many young children, Chris
once told everyone within earshot that he
wanted to grow up to be a firefighter. How-
ever, unlike other youths, Chris followed his
dream and joined the Washington Fire Depart-
ment’s Fire Scout Program at the early age of



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1475
thirteen, a full two years before the standard
admission age. Bill Hall, director of the pro-
gram, recognized Chris’s enthusiasm and abil-
ity and thus waived the minimum age require-
ment for the young protege. Chris did not dis-
appoint, excelling in all aspect of the training,
from pulling lines to dressing hydrants, and
perhaps most importantly, first aid. Not sur-
prisingly, Chris is considered one of the most
adept alumni of the program, and wishes to
continue his training after high school by pur-
suing a career in firefighting. Given his pre-
vious accomplishments, Chris Cahoon will
have shining career in public service ahead of
him.

Not only does Chris’s heroic action give us
reason to recognize a commendable young
man, it also provides proof that America’s
youth are still learning important values such
as self-improvement, service to others, and
selflessness. Chris had a childhood dream—a
noble dream—and he was encouraged to pur-
sue this path by the community around him,
most notably by his parents, Debbie and Gene
Cahoon. Mr. Speaker, I am proud of Chris and
hold him as an example of what our children
may accomplish if they are provided with nur-
turing surroundings. Furthermore, I salute him
personally for his heroism and kindness.
f
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Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
Dwain Hammons who retires this week from
Hammons Products Company in Stockton,
Missouri, as the chief executive officer.
Hammons Products Company known at one
time as ‘‘Missouri Dandy,’’ has for the past 53
years bought, shelled, and sold Eastern Black
Walnuts. In just a little over half a century,
Hammons Products Company has become the
world’s foremost supplier of the Eastern Black
Walnut. This becomes even more significant
when you realize they created a market that at
the time was virtually non-existent in the sale
of Eastern Black Walnuts.

Hammons Products Company began as a
dream of Dwain’s father, Ralph, in 1946, when
he was a local grocery store owner in Stock-
ton. Ralph’s dream eventually became a re-
ality that Dwain has never lost sight of as he
has continued building their business year
after year. Dwain has led his family and the
business through the changing of the times in
the past 50 years. Although Dwain deserves
much of the credit for the success of the busi-
ness, he rarely accepts it. Instead he gives the
credit to his father, Ralph, who urged him to
always be willing to advance and modernize
the company. He also credits the employees,
who he will tell you have been a steadfast ex-
ample of the company’s mission statement,
‘‘To lead and grow the Black Walnut nut in-
dustry, and to excel in providing quality nut
products and superior service with strong busi-
ness integrity enhancing the economic well
being and quality of life for owners, employ-
ees, customers, suppliers, and our commu-
nities.’’ An example he is quick to give is how
they helped to invent the companies first wal-
nut shucking machine.

For everyone who knows Dwain and has
worked with him, they will quickly tell you he
is an example of the mission statement and
deserves recognition as he has worked con-
sistently year after year to ensure the Black
Walnut will be here for years to come. It is in
that effort he has established the Tree Re-
search and Management division to study the
Black Walnut tree. Dwain is also a conscious
conservationist and has allowed nothing to be
wasted when it comes to the walnut itself.
After the walnut is shucked, it is then ground
into six different sizes where it can be used as
a cleansing and polishing agent for jet en-
gines, electronic circuit boards, and jewelry. It
is also used in oil well drilling, water filtration
systems, soaps, cosmetic and dental cleans-
ers.

Dwain is more than just a successful busi-
nessman. He is a servant to his community,
State, and Nation in many different roles. In
the community of Stockton, he served on the
Board of Alderman for six years and as town
mayor for four. He is a life member of the
Stockton Lions Club and has served as their
president. He is also a member at the United
Methodist Church in Stockton where he has
been a member of the choir for over 40 years
and served as its director for over 20. He has
been active in the Boy Scouts at the local, dis-
trict, and council levels. In the State of Mis-
souri, he has served on the Governor’s Task
Force on Rural Economic Development, a
member for six years on the Missouri State
Chamber of Commerce, Executive Board and
on the Advisory Board of the University of Mis-
souri School of Forestry, Fisheries and Wild-
life. These are just to name a few. At the na-
tional level he was awarded the Meritorious
Service Award from the National Walnut
Council and is also a lifetime member. The
National Association of Marketing Officials
awarded him the National Marketing Award. In
1992 he was awarded by President George
Bush and this body the Teddy Roosevelt Con-
servationist Award. And, while it is most im-
portant to recognize his achievement in those
areas, I would be remiss not to note how he
has always been devoted to his family first. I
think it shows as his son Brian is ready to take
the reins of the business and lead it into the
twenty-first century.

Although Dwain will be missed on a daily
basis at Hammons Products Company, we all
know he will not be far away because his love
for the Eastern Black Walnut will keep him
close by. So remember, the next time you
enjoy the rich, distinctive flavor of the Eastern
Black Walnut that you did not have to crack
yourself, to be sure to thank Dwain and know
he will be thanking you. Thank you, Dwain, for
your commitment to your family, the business,
and being so willing to give of your time and
talents to your community, State, and Nation.
Your involvement and self-sacrifice is an ex-
ample we can all follow and live our lives by.
f
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Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today

to offer my sincerest congratulations to Jared

Markgraf, Boy Scout, from San Antonio, TX,
upon the notification of his advancement to
the rank of Eagle Scout.

Boy Scouts are awarded the prestigious
rank of Eagle Scout based on their faith and
obedience to the Scout Oath. The Scout Oath
requires members to live with honor, loyalty,
courage, cheerfulness, and an obligation to
service.

In addition the rank of Eagle Scout is only
bestowed once a Boy Scout satisfies duties in-
cluding, the completion of 21 merit badges,
performing a service project of significant
value to the community, and additional re-
quirements listed in the Scout Handbook.

In receiving this special recognition, I be-
lieve that Eagle Scout Jared Markgraf will
guide and inspire his peers, toward the beliefs
of the Scout Oath. I am proud to offer my con-
gratulations to Jared on this respected accom-
plishment.
f
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Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this time to congratulate Steve Bauer on
his acceptance into the prestigious Illinois
Mathematics and Science Academy in Aurora.
Steve is a 15 year-old freshman at South-
western High School. When the principal of
Southwestern, Lynne Chism, was asked abut
his acceptance she replied, ‘‘It’s a great honor
for Steve and our school.’’ When Steve was
asked about his acceptance he said, ‘‘It’s a
great opportunity in my life to study at one of
the best math and science schools in the
country.’’

Steve’s parents, Pamela and David Bauer of
Brighton are proud of their son but they are
going to miss him. ‘‘We’ll be baking a lot of
cookies to send to Steve at school,’’ said his
grandmother Betty Wright. Bauer wishes to
maybe study engineering or medicine, but
whatever he chooses to do in life I’m sure he
will be successful.
f
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Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to com-
memorate the July 2, 1999 closing of United
States Marine Corps Air Stations Tustin and El
Toro, and to pay respect to the many thou-
sands of dedicated Marines and Orange
County civilians who served their country at
these two military facilities over the past 50
years.

Commissioned in 1942 as a U.S. Naval
Lighter-Than-Air Base, MCAS Tustin was
originally home to a fleet of helium-filled air-
ships which conducted anti-submarine patrols
off the Southern California coast. The site was
decommissioned in 1949 but reactivated in
May 1951 with the onset of the Korean War.
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